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NICE TO MEE T yOU, OP LOMG TIM£ IUO S£E. 

HELLO! I'M P/W MfK/MOTO. 

THANK yOU SO MUCH FOP BUYING VOLUME 1 OF K/SS 
Mf /JT 77/5 STROKE OF MIDMIGHT. IV JAPANESE. ITS CALLED. 
GOZEM 0-31. KISS SHI A)/ KITEVO. 

THAT'S QUITE A TITLE. ISN'T ITP 

I FEEL LUCE MV EDITOR AND I CONSIDERED OVER SO 
DIFFERENT TITLE IDEAS. AND THIS UNEXPECTED ONE WAS 
THE WINNER. 

AT FIRST. "CAN DVT' WAS THE MOST LIKELY CONTENDER 
FOR THE TITLE. 

IT WAS MEANT AS A SARCASTIC JOKE—THE KIND OF TITLE 
LUMINE (A JAPANESE DEPARTMENT STORE) M/GHT US£ IN 
AN ADVERTISEMENT. I WAS THE ONE WHO CAME UP WITH IT. 
BUT WHEN I THOUGHT OVER IT AGAIN. THE TITLE SOUNDED 
SUPER EMBARRASSING! SO I FIGURED MAVBE WE COULD CALL 
IT "ZERO KISS" FOR SHORT. 

AN\JWAV, THIS IS A LOVE STOPy BETWEEN A CELEBRITY 
AND A HIGH SCHOOL GIRL-THE BIG LEAGUES OF ROMANTIC 
COMEDIES! A COUPLE VEARS AGO. I PROBABLE WOULDN'T 
HAVE EVEN LAID A HAND ON A STOPy LIKE THIS. BUT NOW. 
IT'S JUST PERFECT FOR ME. 

I'M GONNA WORK HARD SO THAT EVERYONE CAN ENJOV 
THE STOPy. I HOPE TO SEE yOU AGAIN! 

















EVERY 
DAY OF MY 
LIFE RUNS 
ON A SET 
SCHEDULE. 












































































AFTER THAT, 

I PREP 
BREAKFAST 
CIN PLACE OF 
MY PARENTS, 
WHO ARE BUSY 
MANAGING 
THEIR 

RESTAURANTX 

























THANKS 

FOR 

WAITING. 


AH-CHAN! 

RUN-CHAN! 


We're all 
i different 


THIS IS A 
SURPRISE. 
YOU'RE 
USUALLY 
LATER THAN 
US, RUN- 
CHAN. 


classes, 


I'VE KNOWN 
AH-CHAN SINCE 
CHILDHOOD, 
AND RUN- 
CHAN IS MY 
BEST FRIEND 
FROM MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 


THESE 
TWO ARE 
MY VERY 
BEST 
FRIENDS. 


SERIOUSLY/ 
RUN IS LIKE 
THE POSTER- 
CHILD FOR 
LATENESS. 


SHUT UP, 
AKIRA. 


LOOK 

AT 

THAT/ 


AND 

NEXT UP. 
HERE'S THE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
NEWS. aT 
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THE INSIDE 
SCOOP ON 
THE MOVIE 
STARRING 
KAEDE AYASE 
(AGE *&)! 1 


WOW, 

IT'S 

KAEDE/ 













WITH HIS 
ANGEUC 
FACE AND 
TREMENDOUS 
ACTING SKILLS. 

HE'S HIGHLY 
SOUGHT AFTER 
BY EVERYONE IN 


EVER 

SINCE LEAVING 
THE BOY BAND, 
"iFUNNY BONE." 
AYASE-SAN HAS 
KEPT HIMSELF 
VERY BUSY 


WHAT'S 
WRONG? 
YOU STAR- 
STRUCK? 

I THOUGHT 
YOU DIDN'T 
CARE ABOUT 
CELEBS/ 


THE MOVIE 
BEGAN 
FILMING IN 
THE CITY 
LAST WEEK. 
AND... 
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NO. 



I WAS 
JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT HOW 
I READ THE 
BOOK THAT 
IT'S BASED 
ON. 


OH, 

THAT. 


I REMEMBER 
YOU TELLING ME 
HOW LIKE, ALL 
HOT GUYS ASIDE, 
yOU'RE NOT EVEN 
INTERESTED IN 
RELATIONSHIPS 
RIGHT NOW. 


yup, 

THAT'S 

OUR 

NANA. 


YEAH. 


Wmm 

RIGHT 


HANAZAWA- ' 
SAN IS 
READING A 
COMPLICATED 
\ BOOK 
\ AGAIN. A 


The TeoteitcHt 
•<b the Spirit of Cap, 

MxJZ**'**. 


OH, 

WOW. 





















/ SHE \ 
MAKES 
SURE THE 
BLACKBOARD 
IS SPARKLING 
CLEAN 
DURING 
BREAKS, 
v .TOO../ 


SHE'S 
TRULY AN 
HONORS 
STUDENT. 


SHE'S 
SMART. ; 
SHE'S A 
CLASS REP. 
AND SHE'S ON 
THE STUDENT 
COUNCIL. 


- -M- - \ 

SHE'S 
REALLY 
THE i 
PERFECT 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 
GIRL. 


KIND OF LIFE 
I LEAD, WHERE 
EVERYONE 
SHOWERS ME 


...IS THE 


WITH HIGH 
PRAISE . 


... THAT'S 
ALSO THE 
REASON 
I KEEP A 
MODEST 
LITTLE 
SECRET TO 
MYSELF: 


THE 


TRUTH 


AND 

THAT... 
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The prince 
danced with 
Cinderella 
while gazing 
deeply into 
her eyes. 


much fun, j 
like something 
out of a 
dream. 


mHANDSOMBl 

1 

lWATf£N%DNEj 


Wf,TI-IEN{WEmt 

\EV£WAFJiEfm 


1 III £EfAlFRINEE t 
WANDjFAjllJ^ m 

m/fjrpyEUvrrym 

wmeUtJeirsjM 


ModimjENvy* 


IthatMindioeI 

mmmim 


CAN'T 

TELL 

ANYONE 

ABOUT 

THIS 

STUFF. 


Images in book provided by Nagaoka Shoten's “Cinderella” (World Masterpiece Anime Picture Book). 
























































BESIDES, 
THE WHOLE 
THING IS 
JUST A 
FANTASY 
OF MINE . 


IT'S 

SUPER 

CRAZY/ 


HEY, 

THERE'S 

NEWS/ 

BIG 

NEWS/ 


KAEDE 

IS 

COMING 

HERE/ 


WE 

HEARD 

THE 

TEACHERS 
WHISPERINS 
IN THE 
FACULTY 
ROOM 
JUST 
NOW/ 


HUH? 


KAEDE 
AYASE IS 
COMING 
HERE TO 
FILM HIS 
MOVIE// 


HE'LL 

BE AT OUR 
SCHOOL, 
STARTING 
TOMORROW/ 
































































DID 

you 

HEAR 

ABOUT 

THE 

MOVIE? 


THEY 
ASKED 
US TO BE 
EXTRAS 
IN THE 
MOVIE. 


ALONG 

WITH 

EVERYONE 
ELSE IN THE 
STUDENT 
COUNCIL. 


The Vice President 
‘"’despite what you 
\ might think! / 


APPARENTLY 
THERE WERE 
SOME SUDDEN 
OPENINGS AND 
THEY NEEDED 
MORE PEOPLE, 
SO THE STUDIO 
ASKED US. / 


YEAH, 
WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 
WHY DID 
YOU WANT 
TO TALK 
HERE? 


IT WOULD 
BE HARD 11 
TO TALK 

ABOUT THIS H 
WITH OTHER I 
PEOPLE / 
AROUND. k 


THE 

STUDENT 
COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT 
AND I WERE 
CALLED IN 
EARLIER. 


IT WOULD BE 
TOMORROW, 
WITH THE 
NEXT DAY OFF 
AND THEN 
CONTINUING 
ON THE 
THIRD 
DAY. 


I GUESS 
THEY CHOSE 
US SO IT 
WOULDN'T BE 
TOO HECTIC. 
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so, 

WHAT 
DO you 
WANNA 
DO? 


I'M 

JUST A LOWLY 
FANGIRL, SO 
I'M OBVIOUSLy 
GONNA DO IT. 

but you? 

NOT SO MUCH, 
RIGHT? 


JOB WAS 
REQUESTED 
\ OF ME. 

\ I CAN'T 
\TURN IT 
\DOWN. 


REALLY? 


CM, THAT? 
MYG6.ANt>MA 
WAS PLANNING. 

GN CGMING 
GVEP. ANYWAY. 
IT'LL BE TINE. 


HUZZAH 


SURE, 

THAT 

WORKS, 

THEN. 


WHAT? 


BUT 
DON'T 
you HAVE 
TO TAKE 
CARE OF 

youR 

SISTER? 





















































' JUST AS N 
EXPECTED, 
THE PEOPLE 
WHO FIGURED 
IT OUT 
SHOWED 

up. A 


: YEAH. 


HOW 
COME 
ONLY THE 
STUDENT 
COUNCIL 
GETS TO 
GO IN? 


YEAH, 
WE'RE WAY 
MORE INTO 
HIM THAN 
THEY ARE. 
IT'S NOT 
FAIR/ 


' Costumes, 


NO, C 
YOU 
CAN'T 
GO ANY 
FURTHER/ 


THOSE 
GIRLS FROM 
CLASS-5 ARE 
INTENSE 
KAEDE FANS. 


I HOPE 
THEY 
DON'T 
BOTHER 
US 

LATER... 


REALLY? 
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wow, 

wow, 

WOW! 


IT'S 

A REAL, 
LIVE 
PRINCE! 


ON. 

MY GOO... 

rrsToo 

MUCN! 


BEING IN 
THE SAME ROOM 
AS A GUY THAT HOT 
IS PURE HEAVEN! 
THERE'S NO WAY 
HE'S A MORTAL 
LIKE THE REST 
OF US. * 


I DON'T 
NEED A 
LUNCH BREAK! 
I WANT TO GO 
BACK RIGHT 
NOW! 





















































































wmmm. 



WHAT 
IS HE 
DOING 
HERE? 


HUH? 


WHAT? 


IS HE 
WATCHING 
SOME¬ 
THING? 


BUT 

ALL 

THAT'S 

OVER 

THERE 


ARE 

THE TENNIS 
^COURTS. 
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OKAY, 
THAT'S IT 
FOR THE 
EXTRAS. 
GOOD 
JOB. 


YOU HAVE 
TOMORROW 
OFF, BUT 
WE'LL SEE 
YOU AGAIN 
THE DAy 
AFTER. 


IT'S NOT 
SCHOOL. 
GRANDMA 
WILL BE WITH 
yOU, SO I'M 
JUST GOING 
OUT FOR 
\ A BIT. 


NANA- 
CHAN, 
you HAVE 
SCHOOL 
AGAIN 
TODAY? 


'CAUSE 
HE'S A 
PRINCE, 
OBVIOUSLY! 


OH! 

THAT'S 

SO 

COOL! 
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evei) 

OK) you p 
DAyS OFF. 
you STILL 
GO TO T Ha 
LIBQAQy 
AMD 
STUDyf 






















I 

PRETEND 
TO BE 
STUDYING, 
BUT I'M 
REALLY JUST 
WATCHING 
ROMANTIC 
MOVIES 
INSTEAD. 


THIS MOVIE 
THEATER 
BECAUSE 
IT'S SMALL 
AND THERE 
AREN'T MANY 
PEOPLE. 


SHIGE 

CHAN. 


GO GET 
SOMETHING 
TO EAT 
NOW? 


THIS 
IS WHAT 
I ALWAYS 
DO WHEN 
I HAVE NO 
PLANS... 



















IF 

THEY'RE 
PUSHING 
FOR THAT 
SCENE FROM 
EARLIER, 

I BETTER 
HEAD OUT 
NOW. 


ONE OF 
THE STAFF 
PEOPLE TOLD 
ME ABOUT 
THE STORES 
AROUND 
HERE. 



THAT'S 
THE 

STUFFED 
ANIMAL 
SUZU 
WANTS. 


THERE'S 

STILL 

SOME TIME 
BEFORE 
THE MOVIE 
STARTS. 

WHAT 
SHOULD 
I DO? 


5:r :.;r. i 


TOO 
BAD I 
ALREADY 
ATE 
LUNCH! 












































































so 

WE 

MEET 

AGAIN/ 


oKfly. 
I'LL GO 
FIRST. 


I'M ON 
BREAK, SO 
I THOUGHT 
I'D STOP By 
THE ARCADE. 
WHAT'RE THE 
ODDS, HUH? 


SEE 

ya. 


BUT WHV 
av> 5 you 
Have?! 






















































A PANTY-FLASH 
CHEERLEADER 
FIGURE. 


AWESOME/ 
I'VE BEEN 
WANTING 
THIS ONE 
FORA 
WHILE. 


WANNA 

SEE? 














THE HEFT, 
THE CURVE, 
THE SOFTNESS- 
ITS FLAWLESS! 



























W DO 
'you WANT 
* TO TRY 
TOUCHING 
HER, TOO? 


HE'S 

NOT EVEN 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT WHAT 
PEOPLE 
MIGHT THINK 
OF HIM? 
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UM... 

DID r REALLY 
NEED TO RUN 
AWAY WITH 
YOU? 


THINGS 
WOULD'VE 
GOTTEN 
ANNOYING IF 
I JUST LEFT 
you BACK 
THERE. 


OH, 

RIGHT. 


.4\/ BECAUSE 

x ' YOUR BUTT 
,-r „ i-s fetish IS 

"WOULD s E cRET. 
BE BAD , 

FOR YOU / 

IF PEOPLE J 

FOUND OUT f, v / 
ABOUT IT. / frT ^ 


I KNOW 
you WON'T 
TELL \ 
ANVON®:: 



















i ms 

RUNNING! 


OH 


NO. 


IT'S 

NOTHING. 


WHAT'S 

WRONG? 
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OH, WOW, 
YOU'VE 
GOT THE 
WHOLE 
PLAGE TO 
YOURSELF/ 


THIS 

THEATER 

ISA 

HIDDEN 

GEM. 


WH-WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING 
x HERE? 


AHH/ 


r I'VE GOT \ 
SOME MORE 
FREE TIME, SO 
I THOUGHT I'D 
COME 
ALONG. 


I LIKE 
MOVIES. 


you LIKE 
ROMANTIC 
MOVIES? 






















OH, 

REALLY? 

I'M 

INTERESTED 
NO MATTER 
WHAT KIND 
OF STORY 
J\WlT IS. 


OH, IT'S 
STARTING 
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"I'/M 

INTERESTED 
NO MATTER 
WHAT KIND 
OF STORY 
IT IS." 


The £nd 
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YEAH? 


...I LIED 
EARLIER. 


I'VE 
NEVER 
BEEN IN 
LOVE 
BEFORE/ 


THAT 
WAS A 
REALLY 
GOOD 
MOVIE. 


I 

ACTUALLY 
WANT 
TO BE 
IN LOVE 
VERY 
BADLY// 





















...AND 
HAVE 
A FAIRy- 
TALE-LIKE 
ROMANCE. 


; I WANT 

eoVE/With a 

HANDSOME 

W&&Y." 


KNOW 

THAT. 


THAT'S 
WOT V£Qy 
B6ALISTIC. 


BUT I FELT 
LIKE IT WAS 
WRONG TO 
LIE TO SUCH 
A GENUINE 
PERSON. 


1 


































/ TMEy'LL 
BE BIG ON 
YOU, BUT IT'S 
STILL BETTER 
THAN WEARING 
ONES WITH 
A BROKEN / 
\ HEEL. / 


THERE'S 
A CAR 
WAITING 
FOR ME 
NEARBy. 


BUT, 

AyASE-SAN, 
HOW WILL 

you,,.? 


BESIDES, 
IT'S My 
FAULT THEy 
BROKE. 


OKAy, 

I'M 

GOING 

BACK. 


; USE 

p c 

7 k p /_ If 

J MINE. 


fcffO I 
























I BET 

you OF ALL 
:peJ>ple will find 
FTHA t special 

.ROMANCE YOU'RE 
| LOOKING FOR. 


Islam 












My broken 
shoes ore 
yone... / 


WHAT A 
WEIRDO, 
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WE RAN 
INTO EACH 
OTHER BY 
COINCIDENCE, 
AND THEN 
MY HEEL 
BROKE. 


/ T<\LK 
ABour A 

C */S/Sf 


THAT'S 
REALLy 
ALL IT 
WAS. 


YEAH 


WHAT? 


so you 

HAVE HIS 
SHOES 

with you 

RIGHT 

NOW? 


I'M 

GOING 
TO GIVE 
THEM TO HIS 
MANAGER 
DURING THE 
LUNCH 
BREAK. 


YEAH, 
THEy'RE 
IN My 
LOCKER. 


ALL 

RIGHT, 

LET'S 

BREAK 

THERE/ 


wm 

H 


































DID you /// 
MEET UP WITH 
A STUDENT 
FROM HERE 
YESTERDAY? 


THIS 
IS WHY 
I'M ALWAYS 
TELLING YOU 
TO BE MORE 
SELF-AWARE. 


OR ELSE 
THESE 
KINDS OF 
THINGS 
HAPPEN. 


I RESPECT 
THE FACT THAT 
you HAVE YOUR 
OWN PRIVATE LIFE, 
BUT yOU NEVER 
KNOW WHAT KIND 
OF CONSEQUENCES 
A SINGLE ACTION 
MIGHT HAVE. 


DON'T 

FORGET yOU 
HAVE A LOT 
OF ENEMIES 

since you 

LEFT yOUR 
BAND. 
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CAN 
I HELP 

you? 


ONE WHO 
BORROWED 
AYASE-SAN'S 
' SHOES 
JgFROM HIM 
«ESTERDAy. 





























































IN 

ANy CASE, 
YOU'RE NOT 
NEEDED 
ON SET 
ANYMORE. 


SHIGE- 

CHAN. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


VV 


























































































SO THIS IS IT? 
WE'RE PARTING WAYS 
BECAUSE OF SOME 
MISUNDERSTANDING? 




































THE y 

PROBABLY 
THINK IT'S 
FAKE. 


PEOPLE 
AREN'T 
RETWEETING 
THAT POST 
ABOUT 
KAEDE'S 
SHOES. 


NO. 

IF THEY'RE 
FANS, THEY 
SHOULD 
KNOW THOSE 
ARE HIS 
SHOES. 


MAYBE THAT 
BOY BAND HE 
USED TO BE 
IN WAS JUST 
POPULAR. 
THE SOLO THING 
PROBABLY 
WON'T WORK. 


WHAT IF 
HE'S NOT 
ACTUALLY ’ 
THAT 

POPULAR? 


: a .£then m ./j 

DON'T WANT 
TO BE HIS 
FAN ANYMORE, 
1 EITHER. 

IT'S KIND OF 
PATHETIC. 






















































I'M 

NOT 

LIKE 

THEM, 






































AH-CHAN, 
WHAT DID 
you DO 
OVER THE 
BREAK? 


PLAYED 
WITH MY 
BAND, 

OBVIOUSLY 


THAT'S 

GREAT/ 


I MftW AS 

IT BEING 

Wmmm. 

Bal888Bi 


YEAH. 


WAS 
KAEDE 
JUST AS 
COOL 
AS YOU 
EXPECTED? 































I'LL JUST 
PRETEND 
THAT WAS ALL 
A DREAM. 




































- 85 - 

































m 





















OH, 

FOUND 

YA. 
















































WHAT? 


I HAVE 
SOMETHING 
FOR you. 


GIVE 

ME 

YOUR 

LEG. 


GOT IT 
FIXED. 


WHAT 

are you 

DO... 


















THIS 
IS A BIT 
LIKE A 
FAIRY TALE, 
DON'T YOU 
THINK? 



i §1 

II 1 

p, 

H&I 


































I JUST 

CAME TO DROP 
SOMETHING OFF. 

PLEASE DON'T 
MAKE A BIG DEAL 
OUT OF IT, 
OKAY? 


I'LL BE 
GOING 
THEN. 


SURE.. 

OKAy. 















WHAT 

THE 

HELL 

?! 


WHAT’S 


CtOiNG ON, 


HA/VA- 


Z.AWA- 


SA/V?! 

















I GOT 

your 

SHOES 

BACK/ 


I WASN'T 
THE ONE WHO 
POSTED THAT 
PICTURE/ 


cl KNOW. 













I SAID ^ 
THAT YOU 
WOULDN'T 
TELL ANYONE, 
REMEMBER? 


SHI6E- 
CHAN GIVES 
SUCH LONG 
LECTURES, 
SO IT'S BEST 
TO JUST 
WALK AWAY 


HUH? 
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TELL 
ME YOUR 
NAME 
NEXT 
TIME. 






















SEE YA, 
PANTIES 
CHAN. 


...is 

SOMEONE 
WHO LIVES 
IN A WORLD 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
WORLD FROM 
MINE. 
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EVEPS# MOWTH. THE MAGAZ/WE TH/S STOPS# /S /W PUTS 
THE TAG L/WE "A PEAL C/WDEPELLA STOPS#" OW TH/S MAWGA. 
/W OTHEP WORDS, /T'S A FUW, FAWTASS#-L/K£ STOPS# THAT 
CAME FPOM ME WAWT/WG TO SHAPE MS# EXPEP/EWCES. 

»W AWS# CASE. THE PEASOW I DECIDED TO WRITE A STOPS# 
W/TH AW ACTOP /W /T /S BECAUSE MS# PBEVIOUS WORK. LOVE'S 
BEACH IKIVKVOBI BEHAI). WAS MADE /WTO A MOVIE. MEET/WG 
ALL OF THE PPOFESS/OWALS (THE ACTOPS. THE D/PECTOP. 

THE STAFF, THE SCPEEWWP/TEP. THE PRODUCERS# WHO WEPE 
ABLE TO COWVES# THAT FAWTASS# STOPS#, TO THE FAWS AWD TO 
THE AUD/EWCE, PEALLS# /WSP/PED ME. 

I TH/WK IT'S PEALLS# COOL HOW THES# ALL WOPKED 
TOGETHER TO TPAWSPOPT THE AUD/EWCE /WTO A F/CT/OWAL 
WORLD. 

THAT'S WHS# I WAWTED TO MAKE A STOPS# FOP THOSE 
OF S#OU WHO APE ALSO FAWS OF SOMEOWE FAMOUS. ALL I 
WAWT IS FOR S#OU TO BE ABLE TO DREAM ABOUT TH/WGS LIKE, 
"MAS#BE I COULD MEET MS# CELEBP/TS# CQUSHf AWD THEW 
I COULD TALK TO THEM/ AWD WHAT IF TH/WGS JUST KEPT 
PPOGPESS/WG FPOM THERE?/" 

BESIDES, WHILE CELEBP/T/ES APE EXTPAOPD/WAPS#, 
THES#'P£ ST/LL JUST PEOPLE. THES# GO TO THE BATHROOM 
JUST LIKE £VEPS#OWE ELSE. AWD THES# SPACE OUT AWD 
DAS/DPEAM JUST L/KE EV£PS#OW£ ELSE. WE'PE PEALLS# ALL 
THE SAME, S#'KWOW? 

I WAWTED TO CAPTURE TH/WGS L/KE THAT /W MS# STOPS#, 
TOO. 

OH. BUT OF COURSE, THES#'P£ ST/LL CELEBRITIES, SO 
THES# HAVE A SPAPKL/WG AURA THAT'S OW AWOTHEP LEVEL/ 
(THESE APE ALL JUST MS# OWW PEPSOWAL THOUGHTS.) 

BASICALLY, WHAT I'M TPSMWG TO SAS# IS THAT I'M PEALLS# 
GRATEFUL THAT I GOT TO MEET EV£PS#OW£ WHO WOPKED OW 
THE LOVE'S BEACH MOV/E. 













: 




MM 


Sc Vfeaseb to /Tlafe Your Acquaintance 
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KAEDE AYASB 
GAVB MB 
HIS PHONB 
NUMBER! 


TELL 

ME YOUR 
NAME 
NEXT 
TIME. 
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WHAT 
IF I CALL 
HIM AND 
HE'S LIKE, 
WHO'S THIS" 


THAT 
WOULD 
BE SO 
PAINFUL. 




BECAUSE 
THAT 
DAY IS 
A REALLY 
PRECIOUS 
MEMORY 
FOR ME. 


EVEN SO, 
I CAN'T 
STOP 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT. 
























































































...DO YOU 
REMEMBER 
ME? 


























































f JUST GO { 
ABOUT YOUR 
EVERYDAY 
LIFE LIKE 
ALWAYS AND 
WAIT! 


/ JUST \ 
STOP IT \ 
DON'T DRIVE \ 
YOURSELF 
CRAZY 
THINKING 
ABOUT 


LIKEPOING 

HOUSEWORK 


MY SISTER 


elfin;: 


NANA- 
CHAN, 
GIVE ME 
BACK MY 
WAND. 


AS 

LONG AS 
THERE'S 
LOVE, 

I WILL 
FIGHT! if 


..AND 


WAIT. 


/ 
































wow, 

IT'S REALLY 
POURING 
OUT 
THERE. 


IT'S BEEN YEAH. 
A WHOLE 
MONTH SINCE 
KAEDE CAME K A 
TO OUR | ^ 

. SCHOOL. / 













HE'S 

PROBABLY 
NOT GOING 
TO REPLY. 























HEHE, 
I'VE GOT 
SOME BIG 
NEWS FOR 

you. 


RUN-CHAN. 


NANA! 


WHAT'S 

GOING 

ON? 


AFTER 
WE WERE 
EXTRAS, 

I FOUND A 
POST LOOKING 
FOR AUDIENCE 
MEMBERS AND 
APPLIED. 


DO 

you 

WANT TO 
COME, 
TOO, 
NANA? 


IT'S AT 
PM THE 
DAy AFTER 
TOMORROW, 
SO WE CAN 
GO AFTER 
SCHOOL. 


I got GU£SS 

WHAT! 

TICKETS 


to see t He 

TAPING OF A 

VABierv show 
THAT KAeve IS 
GOING TO 
Be ON. 

























bam 
























































ADF 

you EVEN 
LISTENING) 
TO ME? 


OKAY, 

OKAY. 


7 you said, 

' "I WANT 
TO GO TO A 
HOSTESS CLUB 
TONIGHT, SO I 
GET youR / 
WORK DONE / 
FAST/' / 
RIGHT? r 


IS THIS 
FUNNY 
BONE'S 
NEW 
SONG? 


YOU'RE 
STILL 
WORRYING 
ABOUT 
; THEM? 


YEAH. 


REPEAT 
WHAT I 
JUST 
SAID/ 


MONG/ 
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CAM I 
SHAKE 
YOUP 
HAMD ? 


I'M 

AYASE. 
NICE TO 
MEET 

you. 


WOW/ 


lipstick that 
you did that 
commercial 
) for. 


YES, 

OF 

COURSE 


AHH/ 

WE'PE 

TOUCHING/ 
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THAT 

BUTT WAS 
RIDICULOUS, 
SHIGE-CHAN, 


r THINK 
IT'D LOOK 
GOOD IN 
BABY BLUE 
PANTIES. 


\ l CHATTER 


YOU’RE i 
ABSOLUTE 
SCUM! , 


so ciose 

TO TH£ 
STAGS! 


I B5T THc 

CHtwces OF 
HIM seem G 
US IS SUPEP 
HIGH! 


















ALL 
RIGHT, 
WE'RE 
GOING TO 
BEGIN 
TAPING. 


P W HAT 


OKAY, 
LET'S 
BRING HIM 
OUT ON 
STAGE. ! 


KAEDE 

AYASE- 

SAN/ 


WHAT IF 
HE SEES 
ME AND 
LOOKS 
DISGUSTED? 
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I'M 

SHOCKED 
AT HOW 
LONG 
YOUR 
LEGS 
ARE! 


I'LL 

JUST JUMP 
STRAIGHT 
INTO IT. 
TELL US 
ABOUT YOUR 
EVERyDAy 
LIFE./ 


WHAT DO 
you DO ON 
youR DAys 
OFF? 


f / 

FOR 

;.RAViNG 

MB. 1 


LET'S SEE. 

I DON'T 
REALLY LEAVE 
MY HOUSE 
MUCH. 















WELL I 
THOUGHT 
YOU'D BE 
THE TYPE 
WITH LOTS 
OF FRIENDS, 
PARTYING AT 
CLUBS AND 
STUFF. 


REALLY? 
SINCE YOU 
DANCE, I 
ASSUMED YOU 
WERE A SUPER 
ACTIVE GUY. 


I CAN BE 
KIND OF LAZY, 
SO I DON'T 
HAVE MANY 
FRIENDS. 


I DON'T 
FOLLOW 
THROUGH 
ON WHAT I 
SAY I'LL DO 
EITHER, SO EVEN 
MY CLOSEST 
FRIENDS GET 
SICK OF ME 
EASILY. 


...ABOUT 

NOT 

FOLLOWING 
THROUGH... 
ALSO APPLY 
TO THE 
PHONE 
CALL? 




































































SOI 
DID GST 
HURT. 
THE END. 












WHAT? 
I DON'T 
MIND 
WAITING. 


Hey 

RUN-CHAN, 
you CAN GO 
AHEAD TO 
THE GIFT 
SHOP. 


YOU DON'T 
REALLY NEED 
TO USE THE 
RESTROOM, 
RIGHT? 


OKAy, I'LL 
GO AHEAD. 
I'LL PICK OUT 
A SOUVENIR 
FOR AKIRA. 


OKAy. 


HE 

DIDN'T 
LOOK AT 
ME, BUT 
I'M STILL 
TOTALLy 
SATISFIED!/ 


BUT THE 
LINE WILL 
GO FASTER 
IF IT'S 
JUST ME. 
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WH- 


WHY DID 


YOU DO 


THAT? 


GOING 


DOWNSTAIRS 


WAS PRETTY 


THRILLNG. 


OH, LUNCH 
TODAY IS 
FROM THAT 


WH- 































HUH? 


AREN'T 
YOU THE 
ONE WHO'S 
BEEN 

AVOIDING i 
ME? / 


WHAT? 

I KEPT 
WAITING AND 
CHECKING 
MY PHONE 
DURING 
FILMING. 


CALLED 

you. 


CALLED 

080-313 

XXXX! 


HUH? 


THAT'S 
MY OTHER 
PHONE. 

I ONLY USE 
THAT NUMBER 
FOR WORK, SO 
I NEVER CARRy 
IT AROUND 
\ WITH ME. / 


WHAT? 



















I MIBgf / 

MY P|«E 

NUMBER,,. 




WHAT 


...BUT 
By HABIT, I 
ALWAYS GIVE 
THE OTHER ONE 
TO PEOPLE I 
. MEET FOR THE 
FIRST TIME... 


I HEARD 
YOU CAN GET 
AWAY WITH 
ANYTHING IF 
YOU DO THIS. 



































WAS THE 
ONLY ONE 
GETTING 
MY HOPES 
^ UP... 


I WAS 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT SO 
SERIOUSLY. 


KNEW 
THAT 
ALREADY, 
THOUGH: 


...AND 

THEN 

BEING LET 
DOWN. 


BUT I 
THIS WAS ALL 
JUST ON A WHIM 
FOR YOU, 
WASN'T IT, 
AYASE-SAN? 


























































WANT TO 
SEE you 
AGAIN. 


I'M 

OFF THIS 
SATURDAY. 
WANT TO 
MEET 
UP? 


OH, 

RIGHT. 


HUH? 


I DON'T 1 
WANT 
TO KEEP 
EXPECTING 
SOMETHING 
FROM yOU!! 






































































































































you CAN, 
THOUGH. 


EXPECT 

SOMETHING. 


















































































WHEN I 
WON THAT 
FIGURINE, 

you 

LAUGHED, 

REMEMBER? 


AND IT'S 
REFRESHING 
HOW 

EVERYTHING 
YOU DO AND 
SAY IS SO A 
SERIOUS. 


I REALLY 
LIKED HOW 
YOU CAUGHT 
ME OFF¬ 
GUARD. 


I REMEMBER ' 
EVERY DETAIL 
OF THAT DAY / 













I'VE BEEN 
WAITING! FOR 
SO LONG, , 
JUST TO^ 
LEARN YOUR 
NAME. 


is 

Th 

DCflLW 

OKAV? 
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pi : 


W 


PI ! 


Though You’re /firm 














KiSSMS* 

.# Stroks* 
Midnight 
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THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME 
I'VE DONE 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THIS. 

I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO DO! 


EXPECTING 
SOMETHING 
FROM HIM 
AGAIN 
WOULD 
BE... 


BUT IS IT 
REALLY 
A DATE? 


AYASE-SAN. 
THERE MAY 
NOT BE ANY 
DEEPER 
MEANING 
BEHIND THIS. 


























DOESN'T 
AYASE-SAN 
HAVE A 
GIRLFRIEND 
OR 

SOMETHING 


HE'S 

So, So, So 

Hot, aftek 
ALL / 


HE'S 

SuRRouHbEb 1 
BY So MAHY ' 
beautiful 

ACTRESSES, 

AHt> Hot mAC'S - 
HAPPEHEb BET^EEH 
THEM? IS THAT 
EVEH POSSIBLE? ( 

















































































AYASE-SAN 


SENDER 


<MESSAGES> 




















































YEEEAH... 
MANNEQUINS 
AREN'T SOFT 
ENOUGH. 




IT'D BE 
BETTER IF 
THEY USED 
SOME KIND 
OF RUBBER 
MATERIAL. 


THERE'S 
NO POINT 
IN EVEN \ 
PEEPING! 

, > 


THIS IS 
THE KIND 
OF euy 
HE IS... 























































































YOU'RE 

RIGHT. 

K IT ' S 

JJ RISKY. 


LET'S 

START 

WITH 

LUNCH. 


IS IT 

OKAY FOR 
YOU TO 
JUST WALK 
AROUND 
OUTSIDE 
LIKE 
THIS? 


SO CAN 
WE HEAD 
OVER TO 
A PLACE 
MY FRIEND 
OWNS? 


HELLO. 


SO WE 












































































wow. 


























































































































































HUH? 

wHy 

NOT? 


LIKE 

DITCHING 
THE GROUP 
BECAUSE HE 
WANTED TO 
DO HIS OWN 
THING? 


HE 

ABANDONED 
FUNNY BONE, 
YOU KNOW. 


I'VE 

HEARD 

THE 

RUMORS, 
BUT SHE 
DIDN'T 
HAVE TO 
SAY IT 
LIKE 
THAT. 


FUNNY 
BONE IS 
THE GROUP 
THAT 

AYASE-SAN 
USED TO 
BE IN. 
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...IS 

A GREAT 
PICTURE. 


you 

guys 

LOOK LIKE 
yOU'RE 
HAVING 
SO MUCH 
FUN. 


yEAH. 
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I. .EVEN 
THOUGH 
yOU'RE 
MINE. 


HUH? 




















YOU'VE 
GOT AN 
EYELASH 
UNDER 
YOUR 
EYE. 





















HUH? 


oh. My 

APOLOGIES! 
MAY I USE 
YOUR 

RESTROOM? 


OKAYM 

IF 

YOU'LL 

EXCUSE 

ME...! 


THIS 
IS BAD. 
I HAVE 
TO CALM 
DOWN. 


i THOUGHT 
HE WAS 
ABOUT TO 
K-K-K-KiSS 
MEW 


TH-TH-TH- 
THAT TOOK 
ME BY 
SURPRISE'. 


IT'S THE 
FIRST DOOR 
IN THE 
HALLWAY 


BECAUSE 





























































































OH, 

REALLY? 


THERE'S 


SOMETHING 


I WANT TO 


SHOW 


you. 


WHY DON'T 
YOU SHOW IT 
TO SCARLET 
INSTEAD?/ 



















































































LET ME/ 
INTRODUCE 

x you. / f 
























...LET'S 
SPEND 
A LITTLE 
MORE TIME 
TOGETHER, 
HI NANA. 


















B-BUT 
YOU HAVE 
TWO 

BATHROBES 
AMD TWO 
TOOTH¬ 
BRUSHES... 


OH, 

THAT. 


THOSE 
BELONG TO 
MY MANAGER, 
SHIGE-CHAN. 


PHEW. 


RIGHT? 
YOU COME 
AND STAY 
OVER AT 
MY PLACE 
A LOT. 


AND IN 
EXCHANGE, 
HE WATCHES 
SCARLET 
FOR ME 
SOMETIMES. 














































































TO BE CONTINUED IN 
KISS ME AT THE STROKE OF MIDNIGHT 
VOLUME 2 







C o ffl ffl e n f 



Hello, nice to meet you! 

This time around, I decided 
to take on the great challenge of 
tackling a story purely focused on 
Cinderella, nothing extra. 

I really hope you have fun reading it! 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 


R,in m i kJ m o f o 


-+- 



/QFT5PW0PD 


SO. HOW DID VOL! LIKE IT? 

AJ/QAJ/Q WASN'T MOD5L5D AFT5R A MOVOME IK) 
PARTICULAR. BUT IF I HAD TO PICK SOMEOME. I'D SAV 
SHE WAS BAS5D ON P£OPD£-JUST UK£ SJOU-WHO HAV£ 
CELEBRITY CRUSHES! 

OF COUQSe. I ALSO HAVE CELEBRITY CRUSHES. 

SO GOING FORWARD, I'M GOING TO D£/QLLV SUMMOM 
My FANGIRUNG-FANTASIZING POW5RS TO TRANSFORM 
KAEDE! 

PLEASE LOOK AFTER DEAR NANA AMD KAEDE IN TH£ 
FUTURE, TOO/ 

until. we MeeT again in volume z. farewell! 

6.201S -RIM MIKIMOTO 

TWITTER: (©RINMIKIRIN 

Special thanx 

S.sato H.saijyo M.kawai 
M.takayashiki K.kaneko 
Every one of the staff, 
everyone in the editorial department, 
Horiuchi-sama, 

Morita-san, Saiki-san, 
arcoinc Kusume-sama 


&U 

LOVE YOU 


Translation Notes 


Golden Week break, p.Tf 

In Japan, Golden Week is a holiday vacation from April 2Sth +o early Hay. 

Butt alien, p.32 

In Japan, it is common to jokingly tack on " -seijin " ("-Alien") at the end of a word, 
in reference to a person who is obsessed with something beyond "regular people's" 
standards. The word "seijin" literally means "a being from another planet." 

Variety show, p.IIT 

Variety shows are live TV shows that feature many segments. This can include 
interviews, musical numbers, games, skits, contests, quizzes, and much more. 

Shows like these are common in Japan, and are hosted by announcers and famous 
celebrities. 

OSHARE IZUHI AND SEKAI GyOTEN SCOOP, P.llt 
Oshare Izumi is a reference to a famous Japanese variety and talk show called 
Oshare Izumu, which has been running since 2005. Oshare means "stylish" and Izumu 
is the transliteration of the English suffix "-ism." Sekai Gyoten Scoop is a reference 
to the documentary-style variety show called The Sekai Gyoten News, which has been 
on TV since 2001. 

Gravure, p.121 

In Japan, the usage of "gravure" comes from the English term "rotogravure," a 
printing process often used for printing images in magazines. Now, "gravure" in 
Japan most commonly refers to "gravure models/idols" and "gravure magazines" 
which feature suggestive photos of young women. Though the gravure industry is 
aimed at older audiences, it is mainly non-explicit in content. It centers on young 
women posing in swim suits, building an appealing public persona, and selling 
photobooks and merchandise. Gravure idols are just like any other celebrity in the 
entertainment industry, and the label itself is quite fluid. 

Thank you for the meal, p.162 

Hinana says "gochisousamadeshitaj in the original Japanese. When eating a 
meal in Japan, it is custom to say "itadakimasu" when beginning the meal, and 
"gochisousama" (or the more formal version that Hinana said) after finishing the 
meal. While “itadakimasu has come to simply mean "let's eat," the original meaning 
translates to "I will gratefully accept this food" and by extension, "life." This is 
because every time someone eats food, it sustains them and gives them life, which 
was taken from another life (like plants and animals). 










Having lost his wife, high school teacher Kohei Inuzuka is doing his best to raise his young 
daughter Tsumugi as a single father. He's pretty bad at cooking and doesn't have a huge 
appetite to begin with, but chance brings his little family together with one of his students, the 
lonely Kotori. The three of them are anything but comfortable in the kitchen, but the healing 
power of home cooking might just work on their grieving hearts. 

"This season's number-one feel-good anime!" —Anime News Network 

"A beautifully-drawn story about comfort food and family and grief. Recommended." -Otaku 
USA Magazine 








"I'm pleasantly 
surprised to find 
modern shojo using 
cross dressing as a 
dramatic device to deliver 
social commentary... 
Recommended." 


Otaku USA 


A drunkard for a father, a household of poverty... For 17 year old Atsuko, 
misfortune is all she knows and believes in. Until one day, a chance 
encounter with Itaru-the wealthy heir of a huge corporation-changes 
everything. The two look identical, uncannily so. When Itaru curiously 
goes missing, Atsuko is roped into being his stand in. There, in his shoes, 
Atsuko must parade like a prince in a palace. She encounters many new 
experiences, but at what cost...? 


Hico Yamanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 






Japan's most 
powerful spirit 
medium delves 
into the ghost 
world's greatest 
mysteries! 



Both touched by spirits called yokai, 
Kotoko and Kurd have gained unique 
superhuman powers. But to gain her 
powers Kotoko has given up an eye 
and a leg, and Kurd's personal 
life is in shambles. So 
when Kotoko suggests 
they team up to deal 
with renegades from 
the spirit world, Kurd 
doesn't have many other 
choices, but Kotoko might just 
have a few ulterior motives... 


STORy BV Kyo SHIRODAIRA 
art By CHASHIBA KATASE 


Story by Kyo 
Shirodaira, famed 
author of mystery 
fiction and creator of 
Spiral, Blast of Tempest, 
and The Record of a 
Fallen Vampire. 


Kyo Shirodaira/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 














HALLOWEENCOMICFEST.COM 







Kiss Me At the Stroke of Midnight 1 

KODANSHA COMICS Digital Edition 


Kiss Me at the Stroke of Midnight volume 1 copyright © 2015 Rin 
Mikimoto 

English translation copyright © 2017 Rin Mikimoto 


All rights reserved. 

First published in Japan in 2015 by Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 

Electronic Publishing rights for this English edition arranged through 
Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 

No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without written permission from the copyright holders. 

English digital edition published by Kodansha Advanced Media, LLC, 

San Francisco. 


www.kodanshacomics.com 


ISBN: 9781682335710 
Digital Edition: 1.0.0 


Translation: Melissa Goldberg 
Lettering: Bunny To 

Editing: Haruko Hashimoto, Dawne Law 
Kodansha Comics Edition Cover Design: Phil Balsman 



